Parish Core Group Meeting 5th June 2007

1. Present: Andrea Whitehead,, Brendan Lally, Fr. Harney, Marianne Down, Felicity Fletcher.

Apologies: Kath Hoyle, Doug Carr, Ann Whitfield

2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
· World youth day fund raising is on target and all representatives are ‘pulling their weight’ in one way or another. Father thought that we had approximately £5000 in the fund. 

· Brendan asked if the victory club had been booked and Father said that he thought that Barbara had booked the date that was asked for. Brendan said that he would liase with Barbara about this issue.

3. Items from members of the core group
· Problems with the booking of the hall – the members of the core group were grateful to Brian Tonner for taking on the job but were concerned that some groups had booked the hall out for months in advance. It was agreed that groups should not be allowed to book the hall for more than one month at a time. Father suggested that following the end of present bookings no block bookings other than confirmation programs etc. should be under taken for substantial periods of time. Parish events can be booked in advance (i.e Christmas concert, jubilees etc) but other than this dates for the hall should be booked within a month. Andrea asked about costs for the hall and it was raised that it might be a good idea to have a fixed fee to cover electricity costs etc. £5 per hour was suggested in line with other local buildings. It was agreed that the issue would be raised at the finance committee meeting and the parish forum meeting.

· There was a problem one Sunday evening when the band had had an evening rehearsal and the band member’s cars were parked up the drive blocking disabled access to the church. They also interrupted the mass to ask parishioners who had blocked them in to move their cars.

· July 4th – there is a meeting at the pastoral centre about the deanery youth rep. Felicity agreed to go to this.

· Brendan mentioned the pilgrimage to Bruges in 2008. It will be 4 nights staying in a convent in Bruges followed by 3 nights in a Hotel in Brussels basic accommodation. 19th – 26th May 2008. Andrea asked if the pilgrimage was open to people from other parishes and Brendan said yes but there were limited numbers and to be fair the parishioners from St.Ann’s and St. Mary’s should have first refusal. Father suggested that it go on the forum agenda.

· Publications – Catholic life etc. Brendan raised the concern that Father brings these publications each week but it is difficult to sell items like ‘The Catholic Life’ at £3 a time. It was agreed that it was a great publication but few people were availing themselves of the opportunity to expose themselves to Catholic culture. Father suggested that Brendan give a little presentation on the worthy content of such publications to heighten awareness. The possibility of having a little library for parishioners, children at mass etc. was raised and Andrea agreed to bring the item up at the forum. 

· It was also agreed that the need for a children’s liturgy at the 9.15am mass would be brought up. Father mentioned that there might be a couple of volunteer’s who might be prepared to help others.

· Father re-emphasised the issue of welcome ministry and how important it is that we revisit the issue. It was also suggested that the forum should discuss the fact that the parish forum only includes a small percentage of the parish. What can we do about this.

· Father handed out some handbills on the ‘home is a holy place’ workshop.

4. Parish Forum
· Marianne will give an update on WYD and talk about how the fund raising is going. She will also talk a little about Loretto – Youth Agora. She will also advertise the 24th June when the world youth day reps will visit our parish.

· Father also suggested that it would be good to get one of the Parishioners who went to the deanery quiet day to feedback.

· 150th anniversary 2009.

· Flora Tune’s 90th Birthday ‘do’. Sunday 17th June 4.00pm.

5. WYD 2008 

6. A.O.B
7. Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting was set Wednesday 5th September 2007,  7.00-8.30pm.

